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March 8, 2018
OVERVIEW
Recently there has been a swing in weather conditions for our desert growing regions. Temperatures have gone from
above normal to freezing. These weather changes have affected all crops, and we expect to see quality issues including
blistering, epidermal peel and burn in almost all lettuce varieties. Cauliflower and broccoli are in an ESCALATED market.
Limes are EXTREME. Strawberry and raspberry supplies are good with favorable, steady prices and quality. Lemons are
slowing improving.

MARKET ALERTS
ASPARAGUS – ESCALATED

BANANAS – ESCALATED

BROCCOLI – ESCALATED

CAULIFLOWER – ESCALATED

LEMONS – ESCALATED

LETTUCE (ICEBERG, ROMAINE, ROMAINE
HEARTS) – ESCALATED

LIMES – EXTREME

MUSHROOMS – ESCALATED

ORANGES – ESCALATED

TRANSPORTATION & WEATHER
Rates, although higher than expected, have eased as overall demand is slow. However, we do expect to see
rates begin to increase as we approach the summer months as there is still an overall shortage of drivers.
ELD’s will be creating longer transit times which as demand increases will force rates to firm.
SOUTHEAST: There will be cooler temps this week with lows in the 40’s and 50’s and highs in the 70’s with rain
this weekend.

HERMOSILLO: Forecast looks to be in the low 90’s and partly cloudy.

CULIACAN: Temperatures will be in the mid to high 90’s and mostly sunny this week with temps reaching 100
this weekend.

YUMA: Warmer temperatures this week will appear in the mid to high 80’s.

GOOD BUYS
Minneola Tangelos!
Have you seen a funky looking orange floating around the market lately? You may be seeing what is called a
Minneola tangelo!
Minneola tangelos are a tangerine-pomelo hybrid famous for their pleasant tartness, extra juiciness, and little
orange knob at the stem. Tangelos fall into easy-to-peel winter citrus category, inheriting this trait from their
tangerine side, which makes peeling before slicing or segmenting especially seamless. They are also super easy
to keep fresh; just simply store at room temp for a few days or in the fridge for up to 2 weeks.
So, don’t be afraid to play with citrus and mix up your zests! We especially suggest trying out this savory Tangelo
Relish recipe to toss on crostini appetizers.
Tangelo Relish
Ingredients
•
•
•
•
•
•

3 tangelos
3 tablespoons chopped flat-leaf parsley
3/4 cup pitted, chopped olives
4 1/2 teaspoons olive oil
Freshly ground pepper
Crostini, for serving

Directions
Zest 1 tangelo. Peel and segment the fruits with a knife. Chop half the segments. Combine zest, fruit, olives,
parsley, and olive oil. Season with pepper. Serve on crostini.

WATCH LIST
Zucchini and Yellow Squash: Supplies are very short and quality is not so great due to cooler weather in Mexico
as well as finishing up older fields. Florida squash is short die to poor quality.

FRUITS & VEGETABLES
AVOCADOS Weekly volumes are expected to remain steady from Mexico and harvest levels are increasing
from California. As for Mexico, last week’s harvest was steady; however, the size curve remains heavy on
grade 2 and small fruit. In California, volumes are expected to increase this month; however, expected that the
rain later this week could limit some harvest.
BANANAS ESCALATED Demand on this item remains firm; however, prices are mostly unchanged from last
week in several markets. Quality is going to be inconsistent and supplies could be interrupted from the major
weather issues that have impacted the growing regions in Guatemala, Mexico, and Costa Rica. This only
further complicates an already short banana market across the country due to virus impacts. We expect fruit
to be greener than average for the next several weeks until inventories rebalance with riper fruit becoming
available. We ask for your patience and understanding during this time as fruit will certainly be greener and
might need to be stored on site to further ripen.
PINEAPPLES Demand remains firm, quality is going to be inconsistent, and supplies could be interrupted as
major weather issues have impacted the growing regions in Guatemala, Mexico and Costa Rica.
GRAPES Good quality continues on the offshore programs, though the market has remained somewhat high in
price. Quality is good. Look for Perlettes to begin around May.
KIWI California supplies are tighter this week, but quality is good. Lighter supplies are also expected on Italian
fruit coming through the East Coast. Market are firming up.
BLUEBERRIES Availability and quality are good.
BLACKBERRIES The market is rising, quality is good, and supply is limited.
RASPBERRIES Volume has improved and quality is good.
STRAWBERRIES The market is good, we are seeing steady prices and quality is good to fair.

CALIFORNIA-ARIZONA CITRUS
Demand on oranges and lemons has improved, with eased prices and better supply.

GRAPEFRUIT Texas and Florida Star Ruby/Red grapefruit are available. CA grapefruit is expected to start midMarch.
LEMONS ESCALATED This is a very active market, prices are still higher than normal. Quality is good.
LIMES (PERSIAN) EXTREME Market remains high and supplies are tight. We do not expect any improvement in
the upcoming weeks.
ORANGES ESCALATED Although we have seen improvement, we are still seeing a shortage in supply and prices
are high but improving.
Specialties:
• Pink Lemons are available.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Ojai Pixie Tangerines will be available next week.
Minneola Tangelos are available (organics available).
Domestic Blood oranges and Cara Caras are available showing good quality.
New Zealand Meyers are available.
Halos, Cuties and other mandarins are available.
There are a few Pummelos are left.

CALIFORNIA LETTUCE
GREEN & RED LEAF QUALITY ISSUES As of now, quality remains steady; however, due to the recent weather
patterns, it may become a concern.
BUTTER QUALITY ISSUES Prices are stable. Quality could become an issue.
ICEBERG LETTUCE ESCALATED Quality is average due to the colder weather. The market is steady, but
production is light.
ROMAINE ESCALATED Quality is an issue due to the recent freezing weather. Supply is lower than normal.
Prices are in escalation.
ROMAINE HEARTS ESCALATED Supplies are below normal, quality is an issue due to the recent cold weather,
and prices are in escalation.

EASTERN & WESTERN VEGETABLES
PEPPERS
Green Bell Pepper: Supplies are mostly good out of Florida, although larger sizes are becoming a bit snug. In
the west, supply is down a bit due to colder weather. Quality is great.
Red Bell Pepper: The market is showing steady supply and great quality.
Yellow Pepper: Markets are active due to slower production from this past week’s cooler weather.
Mini Sweet Pepper: Markets remain mixed by region. Good supplies are available in the west; however,
crops in the East have been damaged by Irma.

EGGPLANT Growth has slowed down due to the colder weather. Pricing is high and quality is fair to good.
CUCUMBERS Colder weather has significantly affected the growth cycle in the West. Supplies will be limited
until production can resume steady supplies. Quality remains great. Honduras is still binging a decent supply
to port and Florida crop will begin in 10-14 days.
ENGLISH CUCUMBERS (EURO) There are excellent supplies crossing through Nogales and McAllen.
GREEN BEANS There are great growing conditions in the East. Markets are steady and quality is good.
Supplies are steady showing great quality in the West; however, the chilly weather can bring a decline in
production.
ZUCCHINI AND YELLOW SQUASH WATCH LIST Supplies are very short and quality is not so great due to
cooler weather in Mexico as well as finishing up older fields. Florida squash is short die to poor quality.
ACORN, BUTTERNUT & SPAGHETTI SQUASH Now available, good quality and good supply.

MANGOES Good supply and good availability.
MELONS
Cantaloupe: The cantaloupe market had good momentum coming out of last week. However, predicted poor
weather in northern states is expected to impact demand for those regions, which should cause the market
to possibly regress. Strong retail promotions continue to be lined up over the next few weeks as we approach
the Easter holiday. It is anticipated that once the weather turns the market will reestablish itself as we move
to the middle of the month and spring promotions. Internal quality remains consistent with good brix levels
(11-14%) and stronger coloring starting to appear externally.
Honeydew: Good demand has remained on larger honeydews. Strong production of smaller fruit has been
predominant on recent arrivals from both Guatemala and Honduras. This trend should reverse itself by early
next week as more large fruit is anticipated. Quality has been clean with brix levels mostly in the 11-13%
range.
WATERMELONS Seedless watermelons remain steady with decent demand on larger sizes (4/5s). Movement
on smaller sizes has been limited. Growers of seedless melons from Central America have approximately 3-4
more weeks remaining before their season concludes.
HERBS
OPAL BASIL: Due to weather conditions, Opal Basil will have little to no availability until May or June.
SAVORY: Supplies should replenish in about two weeks.
All other herbs are steady in supply and quality.
HERB

SUPPLIES

QUALITY

COUNTRY OF ORIGIN

Arugula

Light

Fair

USA

Basil

Improving

Good

USA/MEXICO

Opal Basil

Limited

Good

USA/MEXICO

Thai Basil

Good

Good

USA/MEXICO

Bay Leaves

Good

Good

COLUMBIA

Chervil

Good

Good

USA

Chives

Good

Good

USA/MEXICO

Cilantro

Light

Good

USA

Dill

Good

Good

USA/MEXICO

Episode

Good

Good

MEXICO

Lemongrass

Good

Good

USA

Marjoram

Limited

Good

USA

Mint

Limited

Good

USA

Oregano

Good

Good

USA

Italian Parsley

Good

Good

USA

Rosemary

Limited

Good

USA

Sage

Limited

Good

USA/MEXICO

Savory

Limited

Good

USA

Sorrel

Good

Good

USA

Tarragon

Good

Good

MEXICO

Thyme

Limited

Good

USA

Lemon Thyme

Good

Good

USA

Lavender

Limited

Good

USA

Lime Leaves

Good

Good

USA

Hora Santa

Good

Good

USA

ARTICHOKES Steady market with higher prices. Quality is good.
ARUGULA Product is available and quality is fair due to the winds and colder weather.
ASPARAGUS ESCALATED Production from Mexico is slowing down and Peru doesn’t have enough volume to
cover the demand. Lack of supplies is driving prices up.
BOK CHOY Quality is average and we are seeing some higher quotes on WGA cartons.
BROCCOLI / BROCCOLI FLORETS ESCALATED Supplies are light due to the colder weather, and prices are in
escalation.
BRUSSEL SPROUTS Supplies are good and prices are down. Quality is good.
CARROTS We are seeing both good quality and volume.
CAULIFLOWER ESCALATED Supplies are short due to the recent cold weather. We are seeing higher prices and
a shortage in supply.
CELERY This market is steady, both quality and price are good.
CORN Promotional volume is available on sweet corn. Markets are down this week out of South Florida and we
are seeing moderate crossing through Nogales. Quality is good.
CILANTRO Supplies are short and quality is fair due to the colder weather. We are seeing an increase in
prices.
FENNEL Supplies for the week will be good and quality is good.
GARLIC: EXTREME We are about 50% done with the 2017 crop. Supplies will remain tight between now and
July. Prices remain high.
GINGER Chinese ginger markets are mixed, but quality is good. Also, product is available at higher costs from
Brazil, Costa Rica and Honduras and Peru with no major quality issues being reported.
GREEN CABBAGE Supplies have tightened and markets have firmed in the East. We are seeing improving
volume and lower FOB prices in the West, and quality remains favorable.
GREEN ONIONS Prices have come down; quality has improved.
JICAMA Markets remain firm due to ongoing short supplies and will continue to see some quality and shelf
life issues.

KALE (GREEN) Quality and supplies are good.
MACHE Availability is adequate.
MUSHROOMS ESCALATED Mushroom growers are still recovering from the severe damage in the South
and Southeast, as well as Puerto Rico. Hurricane Harvey and Irma have resulted in a tightening market,
and the American Mushroom Institute has said it expects supply to be affected for several months. We
are starting to see some improvement of supply and will keep you informed of any changes.
NAPA Supplies are steady and quality is good in the West. Very light supplies will continue in the East.
RAPINI Supplies have improved and markets are down. Quality has improved.
PARSLEY (CURLY, ITALIAN) Quality and supplies are good.
RADISHES Supplies are steady and quality is good shipping through Arizona and Florida.
RED CABBAGE Quality and sizing have been great showing good color. The market remains firm in the East as
well as Texas. West Coast volume is improving.
SNOW & SUGAR SNAP PEAS Snow and sugar snap peas supplies are steady through Miami.
BABY SPINACH Baby and clipped spinach supplies are good and showing some quality issues due to colder
weather.
BUNCHED SPINACH Supplies are available and quality is fair due to the recent colder weather.
SPRING MIX Supplies and quality are poor due to weather.
ONIONS Overall sluggish demand has put a downward pressure on all colors of the onion market. The
transportation issues over the last several months turned an overall shortage into a surplus. Washington
reported shipping over 1800 more loads year over year, but Idaho has significantly less shipments. Mexico is
continuing to ramp up the volume. They are crossing on yellows and whites, and we will likely see this
increase. The domestic Texas crop is about 3-4 weeks away, and we should simultaneously begin to see
smaller volume sheds in the Northwest start to finish up as well. While April is typically a strong month on
FOB pricing due to transitions, we do not expect to see the same type of spikes as year’s past.
POTATOES (IDAHO) We are seeing demand pick up on consumers and cartons, as well as an increase in
pricing across the board. Most growers are grading and sorting harder as we approach the middle of March.
There appears to be no transportation issues as trucks are plentiful and rail cars are available. Most growers
are still running Norkotahs and Burbanks, and we will see the Norkotah supply last until the end of April to
early part of May.
TOMATOES
TOMATOES - EAST
• Rounds: Colder temperatures have slowed down volume for the tail end of the winter crop. Expect a dip
in supply for 10-14 days until the spring harvest is ready. Overall quality is still great with some slight
wind scar.
• Romas: Volume is tight, and this will last until the spring crop begins. Quality is still very nice.
• Grapes: There are still a decent amount of grape tomatoes in the marketplace. Look for spring crop to
star in about 10 days. Quality is great.

•

Cherries: Supplies have lightened up, but demand remains fairly light. The spring crop starts in about 2
weeks. Quality is great.

TOMATOES - WEST AND MEXICO
• Rounds: Overall volume is down, however demand is lighter than usual and should get us through until
the spring crop begins. Quality remains great.
• Romas: Volume is down by about 30%, but we should see a rebound in about 10 days when the spring
crop begins. Quality is still great.
• Grapes: Grape FOBs are moving up slightly due to colder temperatures. Expect the crop to rebound
when the spring crop beings in about 10-14days. Quality is great.
• Cherries: Cold temperatures have slowed production down; however, demand remains light and good
supply is expected. Quality is great.

WASHINGTON APPLES, PEARS & TREE FRUIT

Apples: PROMOTIONAL VOLUME AVAILABLE ON FOOD SERVICE/SMALL SIZED FRUIT! New crop now
available we are seeing the pressure on the market decrease and shortages diminish. Excellent quality
available on all varieties; however, we are seeing less production of Golden Delicious as the trees are being
pulled and replaced with more favorable varieties. Please make note that volume orders on food service
grade apples must be pre-booked to ensure they are not packed with PLU stickers.
Pears: Bosc, Bartlett and D’Anjou are available out of Yakima and Wenatchee Districts.

